
 

Valued, Inspired, Prepared 

CONSULTATION WITH STAKEHOLDERS 

1. About our school 
 
Westhaven is a specialist school set in the beautiful 
village of Uphill.  Our children and young people are 
unique and experience complex barriers to learning 
and autism.  Our quiet, friendly community is perfect 
for our highly sensitive young people. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
Our school is a ‘Good’ school (Ofsted July 2018) and 
is in the top six ‘most improved and highest 
performing’ schools in the country (Government IQ 
December 2018).  Our outcomes are remarkable and 
the staff team, parents and children work 
continuously to enable us all ‘to be as good as we 
can be’.  A pupil at the end of their education at 
Westhaven Special School has expectations of 
success in the future and is a resilient person who is 
ready to take their place in society. 
 
 



2. What we are intending to do 
 
Westhaven school has long been popular and has 
been oversubscribed for many years.  We educate 
children within the ages 7 years to 16 years.  We 
aspire to offer this standard of education to children 
from 4 years from September 2019.  We would like to 
add a ‘demountable’ unit to our school for 
September 2020.  This is intended to provide much 
needed reception and key stage one places for very 
vulnerable learners.  This demountable building 
would be close to the main school and aside an 
existing small playground. 
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This building is intended to cater for 18 children.  Our 
school population will increase from 120 places to 
138 places by September 2020.  
 
 
 
 
 



3. How?  Why? 
 
How we intend to sensitively manage this small 
school growth and why there is a need for eighteen 
further places by 2020. 
 
Why do we aspire to widen our offer to this cohort of 
children? 
- In the south of the county there is no specialist 
 provision for these children at reception and key 
 stage 1. 
- We have an increasing population in North 
 Somerset so there is a greater need for places. 
- More children are being diagnosed with autism 
 and complex needs at an earlier age. 
- For a few of these children mainstream schools 
 may not be able to cater for the severity and 
 extreme nature of their hypersensitivity to noise, 
 movement, crowds or change that is to be 
 expected in most mainstream environments. 
 
How we will manage this change …. 
- In September 2019 we would like to offer six 
 pupils in this age range a specialist place which 
 they desperately need. 
- We would accommodate these places in our 
 Primary School at Westhaven in a spare 
 classroom. 
- We will adapt toileting facilities to meet the 
 needs of smaller children. 
- We will employ a specialist early years teacher 
 and two support staff. 
- We will be applying for planning permission in 
 the summer to place the new demountable 
 building on our site in July 2020 in readiness for 
 September 2020. 
- We would then be able to offer an additional 12 
 new and much needed places for some of the 
 most vulnerable children in North Somerset. 
 

 



4. The Process Timeline 
 

Non 
Statutory 

Process 

  
Statutory Process 

                             
Consultation → Publication → Representation → Decision → Implementation 

                             
                        
                        

4 weeks 

May/June 
2019 with a 
review by 

the 

Governing 
Body in 

June 2019 

 1 Day 

June 2019 

 4 weeks 

June/July 
2019 

 Within 2 

months 
from end of 

review – 
Executive 

committee 
on 3 

September 

2019 (or 
longer if 

referred to 
the 

adjudicator 

 No 

prescribed 
timescale, 

but by 
September 

2019 at the 
latest 

                             
People we will be consulting with: 
 
- Our neighbours 
- Our pupils, our staff and our parents 
- Prospective parents 
- Specialist Early Years Providers 
- MPs and Local Councillors - Town and Parish 
- Other local schools including those in the south 
 of the county 
- Diocese of Bath and Wells and the Diocese of 
 Clifton 
- Trade Unions 
- Any interested bodies from the general public 
 
If you would like to make a comment during the 
consultation period or ask any questions about the 
consultation process please contact the school on 
01934 632171 or email 
reception@westhavenschool.org.uk stating 
‘reception and early years consultation’ as the 
subject. 
 

mailto:reception@westhavenschool.org.uk

