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04 June 2020

Dear Parents and Carers

I am writing to you following a press release this evening regarding the wider reopening of schools in 
North Somerset. I would like to inform you that Westhaven continues to follow scientific advice and we 
feel we are in a position to safely continue our opening to those pupils most in need of a school place. 
Considering our proximity to the hospital we would like to take this reopening step by step.

As Headteacher, I am well aware that some children desperately need to return to school and over the 
past few weeks’ numbers have increased. We have created ‘bubbles’ where children are kept in the 
same group with the same staff team. They stay together and eat lunch in their rooms. Play is on a rota 
system and all equipment is cleansed after each ‘playtime’ or break. The school is running a one-way 
system and there are many new hand sanitising and deep cleaning practices across the school.

That said, in an ideal world I would like this process to be a slow one so we can safely test our new 
systems and keep everyone safe. Because of capacity, in space and staff teams due to social 
distancing rules, realistically at the present time we will have to timetable the amount of time we can 
offer to children and families.

Transport also is experiencing social distancing issues, as only three children can use a minibus and 
one child a taxi. The transport team are working really hard to try to arrange as much as possible, but 
please keep in mind that this offer is very limited as there are simply not enough drivers and passenger 
assistants to ‘go around’ right now. You can, however, transport your own child to school to avoid 
disappointment.

At the present time safety is still very much top of my list for the whole school community and we are 
doing our very best to meet all needs.

To reassure you, if you choose to keep your child at home and use our online learning platform there 
will be no penalties. The school reports to the DfE every day and we have been given a code to say 
that you are educating from home. This is fine to continue and the Government is supportive of your 
decision and I am very aware that you are all doing a fantastic job at home, so thank you all.

If you are a parent or carer who would like some ‘timetabled’ access to school next week please can 
you let reception know by midday tomorrow, so SLT can strategically plan for this.  My thoughts are 
with you all and I hope you and your families are well at this present time.

With best regards

T Towler

Ms T Towler
Headteacher


